)Zindﬂséér Januery 106, 1956

Dear CGenet /

Having had a chence te leok through your very valuavle review,
I jotted down a few commenta for ay own benefit, but thoushit you
might e interested te read thep., Any crdticisms must be measured against
my wastinting admirstion for the whole jeb,

1. P.15 The analogy with melecular ecolozy is rathoer fuszzy, thoughf not
much more so thefn the original cencept.

p.19
2., I would be interested to lnow more precisefl measurements cemparing
sctivities of whole cells and extrzcts, In B, coli (cf. my J Bact peper)
you cen get & 100-fold incresse of lactase activity by opening the cells;
Botls Rotman has been working on this, and it's 2 complicated business.
The same holds for many other microbiazl enzymes. The nearsst analogy I
can think of %f 1s the Mactivation® of the respirstion of eggs by ferti-
lization and by unceupling agents.

2. P. 28 Do yeu believe Beinland's story, and the related one of

blood invertese? I'm alwsys efraid the eld beys did not have sufficient
respect for bacterial contamination as a source of the enzymes—— and were
tre methods crude! Is there much point dignifyins lastase as b-galacto-
gidase, where 1t has not been assgyed on othsr glycosides? {Actually, the
coll lactase zheuld be called a b-galafvranosidase, siuce a-L~srablnosides
are aglso split,

L. P.98 Gunn (Physiol. Rev., 3,) quotes & paper by Sehing, which probebly
implies that atropine esterase can be edaptive in rshbits, Have you seen
this? I am surprised you did not quete the old clesslcs of Hausmann and
gunn (which Otto Lownrd led me to).

5. Actualiy, colchicine in the hands of Dustin and others (see Eigstite
beok for references) was en impertant agent used by many Europeen weriers
in the 1930's to proveke the"alarm resction™™ - the last sentence reads

too casually —that is there rust be much more firect evidenes of ceriical
effscts of colchicine.

6, p.11l7 Havs you run inte any ether references te strain differences iz
drug response?

7. 99-100, Are you acquainted with Cantenl & Bernheimer'@ werk on strep
toxinsg end telerance~ J Pharm etc? There is another interesting papor by
Golcéblatt on renin which propeses a mechanlsm of tolerznce (Am J Plysiel '53).

Sincersly,

Jashua Lecderbary



